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Residential Self-Audit Checklist
This checklist includes measures that are generally cost-effective for households.  Items in italics require minimum expense and effort and deliver immediate savings.
Hot Water


· Install faucet aerators

· Install low flow showerheads

· Turn-down hot water tank setting to 120°F

· Insulate hot water pipes where accessible and especially within 10 feet of the water heater.

· Fix hot water leaks

Heating Ventilation and Air-Conditioning


· Turn down thermostat in the winter; turn up thermostat in the summer
· Install setback thermostat, 7-day or 5-1-1, and setback by 5-8 degrees when not present, 10-15 degrees when away for extended periods

· Clean/replace air filter on furnace and air-conditioner



· Service furnace and AC at least every 2 years

· Clear vegetation from around outdoor AC condenser coils.  Make sure coils look clean.
· Close blinds and curtains on the sunny side during the summer daytime and on all exposures during the winter nights
· Purchase Energy Star heating and cooling systems, when replacing equipment.
Envelope


· Remove window AC units in the winter

· Close movable storms for winter months

· Repair/replace broken storm windows

· Use window film where appropriate

· Caulk around window and door frames

· Install outlet and light switch gaskets/foam inserts on exterior wall plates
· Install window in convertible storm doors during the winter
· Weatherstrip exterior doors

· Ensure attached garage door closes fully

· Foam fill around exterior wall penetrations

· Airseal windows

· Insulate attic to recommended level - R-48
· Insulate walls with blown-in insulation R-13
· Replace failed windows with double pane, 
low-e option
· Install storm doors
Lighting


· Turn off lights when not present. 

· Use a timer on security and decorative lights.

· Replace incandescent lights with LED where possible - including 3-way bulbs and dimmable

· Use LED nightlights with photocell sensors

· Install and use dimmers

Appliances

· Line dry or rack dry clothes

· Clean lint filter and vent on dryer

· Use moisture sensor setting on dryer

· Use warm or cold water for clothes wash
· Air dry dishes in dishwasher
· Run only FULL clothes washers and dishwashers
· Use microwave oven when practicable

· Clean refrigerator door gaskets and coils.  Adjust tilt to promote gravity closure
· Unplug and dispose of second refrigerator/freezer

· Make your water bed every day

· Close fireplace flue when not in use
· Turn off computer when not in use.  Enable auto-sleep controls. Screen savers alone do not save much energy
· Enable low-energy sleep mode on TVs
· Purchase Energy Star appliances and electronics
· Purchase clothes dryer with a moisture sensor 

· Purchase a horizontal axis (front load) clothes washer

· Replace refrigerator if more than 20 years old

Other
· Purchase LCD versus Plasma TV

· Purchase LED security lighting

Energy Savings ideas compiled by Imagine Grinnell

